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CONCURRENT TECHNICAL SESSION 1, WEDNESDAY 11:00AM – 12:15 PM 

TRACK 1- MODELING  

1.​ High Frequency Design Storms on Small Watersheds; Impact of Rainfall Intensity and 
Rainfall Duration.  Michel Boufadel, PhD, NJIT 

2.​ Municipal Flood Modeling in New Jersey to Support Resilient Infrastructure Planning. 
Viravid Na Nagara, NJIT 

3.​ Resilient Stormwater Design for Extreme Precipitation Events.  Zach Ranstead, T&M 
Associates 
Moderator – Andrew Banff, PE, CFM, Langan Engineering 

 

TRACK 2 MITIGATION & ADAPTATION  

1.​ You Say “Resiliency!”, They Say “Huh?”: Bridging the Language Gap to Reach 
Decision Makers. Karen Hughes, Borough of Westwood 

2.​ Community-Centered Mitigation: Public Outreach as a Pillar of Sub-application 
Success.  Karen Montes-Berrios , Tetra Tech 

3.​ Relative Sea Level Rise Risk Guidance. Nick Brown, PhD, HDR 
Moderator – Elissa Commins, PE, CFM, Brick Township 

 

TRACK 3 – NJDEP INLAND FLOOD PROTECTION RULE  

1.​ Navigating New Jersey’s Inland Flood Protection Rule: What Practitioners Need to 
Know. Mike Sheehan, E.I.T, NJDEP  

2.​ Building Better Data: Inland Flood Protection Rule Tools and Potential Applications in 
New Jersey. Mat Mampara, PE, Dewberry 

3.​ Translating the Inland Flood Protection Rule: What Guidance Do You Need for 
Flood-Resilient Planning?  Jennifer Pepson Elwood, ENV SP., Dewberry. 
Moderator - Joe Ruggeri, PE, CFM, NJDEP 

 

TRACK 4 – REGIONAL & COLLABORATIVE PLANNING   

1.​ Are You Hesitant to Pursue a Stormwater Utility?   Elizabeth Treadway, WSP USA 
2.​ 406 FEMA Mitigation: What Every Water Utility Should Know. Jake Oldenburger, 

Tetra Tech 
3.​ Multiorganizational Operations Strategy for Flood Protection. Taylor Weathers, PE, 

CFM, WSP  
Moderator - Chris Crane, PE, CFM, Dynamic Engineering 
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TRACK 5 - FLOOD HAZARD VULNERABILITY & RESILIENCE 

1.​ Getting to Yes for Flood Resiliency and Adaptation Actions. Christopher Kane, PE, 
JD, P3 Collaborative, LLC 

2.​ Navigating New Jersey’s Inland Flood Protection Rules for Infrastructure Projects - A 
Case Study. Jeepsi Patel PE, CFM, Jacobs Engineering Group 

3.​ Flood Warning in Dangerous Underpasses. Dan Penczak, OTT Hydromet 

Moderator -  Joe Barris, PP, CFM, Monmouth County Planning 
 

 

TRACK 6 - SPECIALIZED TRAINING​
HEC RAS Training. Dr. Michael Horst, The College of New Jersey.  
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CONCURRENT TECHNICAL SESSION 2,  WEDNESDAY 2:00 PM – 3:15 PM 

TRACK 1- MODELING  

1.​ Modifying Flood Control Structures in HEC-RAS to Better Understand Flooding after 
Construction. Christopher Blackley, NJSEA 

2.​ Innovative Flood Modeling Approach for Prospect Park in Brooklyn. Kelly Harris, 
Dewberry.  

3.​ Legacy in the Flow: Navigating CLOMR Design with Historic Urban Bridges. Melika 
Riley, AKRF, Inc. & Nora Schmidt, AKRF, Inc.  
Moderator - Tom Slowinski, PLS, CFM, NJDEP 

 

TRACK 2 - MITIGATION & ADAPTATION  

1.​ Flood Barriers: Challenges in Flood Adaptation for Historic Properties. Meris 
Westberg, Wiss, Janney, Elstner Associates, Inc. & Jennifer Boggs, NJ DCA 

2.​ Urban Flood and Habitat Resilience in the Lower Darby Creek Watershed. Christiana 
Pollack CFM, Princeton Hydro 

3.​ Using MyCoast: New Jersey to Engage Communities and Communicate Flood Risks. 
Amanda Archer, Jacques Cousteau National Estuarine Research Reserve 
Moderator -  Chris Theodos, PE, CFM, Brick Township MUA 

 

TRACK 3 – SUBSTANTIAL DAMAGE  

1.​ Revolutionizing Post-Flood Inspections through Substantial Damage Response 
Planning. Chris Huch Jr., CFM, Black & Veatch Corporation  

2.​ Building Resilience: NJ State Substantial Damage Plan. Scott Ulrick, NJDEP 
3.​ FEMA' s Substantial Damage Requirements: Best Practices and DRRA 1206 Funding 

for Building, Floodplain, and Code Enforcement Support. Melissa Mitchell, CFM Tetra 
Tech  
Moderator - George Ibrihim, CFM, NJDEP 
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TRACK 4 - RESILIENCE PLANNING  

1.​ Watershed Improvement Planning to Increase Flood Resilience. Alison Miskiman, 
CFM, GISP, Black & Veatch Corporation. 

2.​ Community Based Partnership to meet Chesapeake Bay TMDL Requirements in Prince 
George’s County, MD and Key Lessons Learned. Srikanth Gorugantula, HDR 

3.​ Action and Partnership Strategies for Communities Facing Nutrient TMDLs and Flood 
Resilience Challenges. Ray Hyland, PE, LEED AP, ENV SP & Robin Landeck Miller, 
MS ENV.E. HDR.  

Moderator - Katie Daly, PE, CFM, HDR Inc. 

 

TRACK 5 - FLOOD MITIGATION & RESILIENCE  

1.​ Scaling Resilience: Building Residential Mitigation Programs that Deliver. Whitney 
Singletary, Deloitte 

2.​ From Application to Action: Modernizing the Residential Mitigation Lifecycle. Kyle 
Overly, Deloitte 
Moderator – Sean O’Leary, CFM, Floodproofing.com 

 

TRACK 6 - SPECIALIZED TRAINING​
HEC HMS Training. Dr. Michael Horst, The College of New Jersey 
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CONCURRENT TECHNICAL SESSION 3, THURSDAY, 11:00 AM – 12:15 AM 

TRACK 1- MODELING  

1.​ Smart Flow, Smarter Budgets: Integrating 2D and CFD Modeling for Modern Dam 
Rehab at Lake Lenape. Ahintha Kandamby., PhD., PE., CFM , WSP 

2.​ Going LLM Forward with RAS-Commander. William Katzenmeyer, P.E., C.F.M., CLB 
Engineering Corporation 

3.​ 2D Base Level Engineering (BLE) Best Practices, Belinda Lester, PE CFM, Michael 
Baker International 
Moderator - Jim Galantino, CFM, Margate City (retired) 

 

TRACK 2 - MITIGATION & ADAPTATION  

1.​ Climate Resilience Planning at Port Authority Airports. Thomas R. Decker, PE, 
MSCE, Jacobs Engineering Group. 

2.​ Progression of the NYC Harbor's Waterfront Resiliency. David Kinskey-Lebeda, 
Arup 

3.​ Retrofitting Buildings for Today’s Floodproofing Demands. Kenrick Hartman, Wiss, 
Janney, Elstner Associates, Inc. 
Moderator - Ann Holtzman, CFM, Hoboken City 

 

TRACK 3 – FLOOD STATS AND CRS  

1.​ A Look Behind the Statistics of Flooding. Cleighton Smith, PE, CFM, Taylor Wiseman 
& Taylor 

2.​ Rebuilding Compliance: A Digital Roadmap to CRS Readiness in Highlands, NJ. Grace 
MacNeill, Forerunner 

3.​ Floodproofing New Construction vs Substantial Improvement – Challenges and Success 
Stories.  Sean O’Leary, Floodproofing.com. 
Moderator - Greg Westfall, CFM, NRCS (retired) 
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TRACK 4 – MITIGATION FUNDING  

1.​ Connecting the Hazard Mitigation Planning Process to Grant Applications. Jessica 
Stokes, MSEM, NJCEM, Tetra Tech 

2.​ Form, Function and Funding – Adapting for Change. David Sayers, Black & Veatch 
Corporation 
Moderator - Anton Getz, CFM, T&M Associates 

 
TRACK 5 – RESILIENCE & ADAPTATION 

1.​ Coastal Ecological Restoration in New Jersey. Liz Semple, The Nature Conservancy  
2.​ Reimagining the Maurice River Corridor. Elena Gable, Assistant Planning Director, 

Cumberland County 

3.​ Innovative Bioengineering Solutions for Urban Stream Restoration: A Case Study in 
New Jersey. Enrique Jimenez, Jacobs Engineering Group   

Moderator - Danielle McCulloch, American Littoral Society 
 

TRACK 6 - MIXED BAG  
1.​ Opening the Black Box of Risk Rating 2.0: Turning Confusion into Clarity. Bradley 

Hubbard, National Flood Experts 
2.​ Trust Issues: AI, Emergency Alerts, and the Fight Against Fake. Christopher 

Taormina, CFM, Atlas Risk Mitigation 
3.​ Understanding the Value of Your Survey Data. John Beattie, PLS, CFM, CWS, CFS, 

Borbas Surveying & Mapping, LLC 
Moderator - Becky Jones, CFM, Eco Adapt Strategies 

 
 

 


