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CONCURRENT TECHNICAL SESSION 1, WEDNESDAY 11:00AM – 12:15 PM 

TRACK 1- MODELING: Moderator - Andrew Banff, PE, CFM 

1. Comparing Different Methods to Calculate Riverine Flooding from Significant Rainfall. 
Christine Suhonen, GZA 

2. Historical Storm Reconstructions and Site-Specific Representative Storm Events. 
Siavash Hoomehr, HDR 

3. Let Data Flow by Integrating Asset Management and Stormwater Modeling. Manthan 
Shah, PE, Woodard & Curran 

TRACK 2 - MITIGATION & ADAPTATION: Moderator - Chris Crane, PE, CFM 

1. Early Flood Warning to Enable Decisions That Protect Your Community. Ted O'Connell, 
OTT Hydromet  

2. Flooding Tools for More Effective Decision-Making. Grace MacNeill, Forerunner and 
Steve Winters, Holmdel Township 

3. Biography of a FEMA stream: How CNMS (Coordinated Needs Management Strategy) 
data and partnerships can elevate your floodplain management experience! Saritha 
Pandyat, WSP 

TRACK 3 - CODES, STANDARDS & CRS WITHIN THE NFIP: Moderator - Elissa Commins, 
PE, CFM 

1. Upcoming Changes in ASCE 24-14 and the Effects on the Industry. Brian Shaw, 
Floodproofing.com. 

2. Dry Floodproofing 101 - From Design to Installation. Sean O'Leary, Floodproofing.com. 
3. Mitigating risk to residential structures through site-specific analysis and dry 

floodproofing. Brian Calderone P.E., Wiss, Janney, Elstner Associates, Inc. and Sam 
Bays, Swift Response, LLC 

TRACK 4 - STRETCH THE DOLLAR: Chris Theodos, PP, PE, CFM 

1. Navigating the Climate Resilience Funding Landscape: Challenges and Opportunities. 
Meghan Leavey, PP, AICP, GISP, NJDEP 

2. Unlocking Climate Resilience Funding: Introducing the NJDEP Climate Resilience 
Funding Directory. Jen Pepson Elwood, ENV SP., Dewberry 

3. Enhancing Climate Resilience Funding. A Collaborative Discussion. Quinn Ruff, 
Dewberry 

TRACK 5 - PLANNING: Moderator - Anton Getz, CFM 

1. Strategic Realignment and Managed Retreat: Effective Use of Adaptation Tools. Nick 
Brown and Siavash Hoomehr, HDR 

2. Risk Reduction Areas in Manville. Cleighton Smith, PE, CFM, Taylor Wiseman & 
Taylor 
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3. Building Trustworthy AI Solutions Towards Flood Resilience. Phetmano Phannavong, 
PE, PMP, CFM 

TRACK 6 - SPECIALIZED TRAINING 
Dr. Michael Horst, The College of New Jersey. HEC RAS Training 

 

CONCURRENT TECHNICAL SECTION 2,  WEDNESDAY 2:00 PM – 3:15 PM 

TRACK 1- MODELING: Moderator - Joe Ruggeri, PE, CFM 

1. Overview of Two-Dimensional Base Level Engineering (2D BLE). Belinda Lester, 
Advancing Resilience in Communities (ARC) 

2. Two-Dimensional Base Level Engineering (2D BLE) at South Jersey Cohansey-Maurice 
Watershed. Belinda Lester, Advancing Resilience in Communities (ARC) 

3. Mitigating flooding in urban communities through green and grey infrastructures in NJ 
Communities: A modeling study using various design storms. Michel Boufadel, The 
New Jersey Institute of Technology 

TRACK 2 - MITIGATION & ADAPTATION: Moderator - Anne Holtzman, CFM 

1. An Underserved Community's Approach to Climate Resilience. Julie Nucci, J. Nucci 
Consulting, LLC 

2. Urban Flood Response: A Pilot on Technology and Public Engagement in Metro Detroit. 
Brandon Wong, Hyfi 

3. “Troublesome Brook” Pre-NFIP Flood Hazard Designations. ZONE X Flood Mitigation 
Challenges and Innovative Solutions. Joseph C. Kirby P.E., CFM, Woodard & Curran 

TRACK 3 - CODES, STANDARDS & CRS WITHIN THE NFIP: Moderator - Sean O’Leary, CFM 

1. Litigation Risk and Reality in Construction. Grace White, Group Levinson 
2. Resilient Workforce Development Program. Roderick Scott, Flood Mitigation Industry 

Association 
3. The Importance of the Substantial Damage Process. Cleighton Smith, Taylor Wiseman 

& Taylor 

TRACK 4 - STRETCH THE DOLLAR: Moderator – Bryan Specht 

1. Maximizing the Value of Sewer Cleaning, Videoing, and Planning with GIS. Michael 
Kolody, GISP & Shane Logue, PE, Suburban Consulting Engineers, Inc. 

2. You Snooze, You Lose ... $$Millions of $$Dollars. Eleni Giannikopoulos, Suburban 
Consulting Engineers, Inc. 

TRACK 5 - PLANNING: Moderator - Joe Barris, PP, CFM 

1. Why Relationships Matter. Heather Apgar, CFM Hazard Mitigation Specialist, Black & 
Veatch 
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2. Think Globally, Adapt Locally: Integrating Climate Change and Uncertainty into New 
Jersey’s Local Hazard Mitigation Planning Guidance. Emma Kilkelly Senior Climate 
Resilience Planner, Tetra Tech 

3. The Monmouth County Municipal CRS Assistance Program Grant Pursuits. Bridget 
Neary, Monmouth County Planning and Liz Russell, Forerunner 

TRACK 6 - SPECIALIZED TRAINING 
Dr. Michael Horst, The College of New Jersey, HEC HMS 

 

CONCURRENT TECHNICAL SESSION 3, THURSDAY, 11:00 AM – 12:15 AM 

TRACK 1- MODELING: Moderator - Tom Slowinski, PLS, CFM 

1. SST to Hydraulic Modeling. Maryia Spirydonava and Marissela Gomez, Stantec 
Consulting 

2. Lessons Learned in Modeling Dams Systems Using HEC-HMS and HEC-RAS. Mia 
Hildebrandt and Lauren Kinchla, GZA, GeoEnvironmental, Inc. 

3. Spatially Distributed Radar Rainfall Coupled with 2D Hydrodynamic Runoff. Dr. 
Michael Horst, The College of New Jersey  

TRACK 2 - MITIGATION & ADAPTATION: Moderator - Becky Jones, CFM 

1. Considering Carbon in Stormwater Infrastructure. Sonja Hartmann, Arup 
2. New emphasis on downstream impacts analysis for flood mitigation, stormwater 

drainage systems, and stream-crossing improvements. Joseph C. Kirby P.E., CFM, 
Woodard & Curran. 

3. Restoring Nature to Enhance Resilience, Protect Infrastructure, and Advance Equity. 
Alison Miskiman, CFM, GISP, Black & Veatch 

TRACK 3 - The NFIP’s Community Rating System (CRS): Moderator - Jim Galantino, CFM 

1. Community Rating System (CRS) 101. Amanda Gowans, ISO/Verisk 
2. CRS and Substantial Damage Management Plans. Amanda Gowans, ISO/Verisk  
3.  Group Flood Insurance Outreaches for CRS Communities. Tyler Ardron, Risk 

Reduction Plus 
TRACK 4 - FLOOD HAZARD VULNERABILITY & RESILIENCE: Moderator – George 
Ibrahim, CFM 

1. Distinguishing Vulnerability from Exposure: A New Jersey Turnpike Authority 
Vulnerability Case Study. Scott Minnich, Dewberry Engineers 

2. Progression of the NYC Harbor's Waterfront Resiliency. David Kinskey-Lebeda, Arup 
3. Structural Elevations: New Jersey Best Practices. Jessica Stokes, Tetra Tech 

TRACK 5 - PLANNING: Moderator - Greg Westfall, CFM 
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1. The Plan Before the Plan: Planning with Requirements, Instead of for Requirements. 
Chris Huch, Black & Veatch 

2. Three Categories of Hazard Resilience: Physical asset protection, business operations, 
and socioeconomics. Renee Turner, Thornton Tomasetti 

3. Compare and Contrast Federal (FFRMS) and New Jersey Floodplain Standards. Anton 
Getz, T&M Associates 

TRACK 6 - SPECIALIZED TRAINING: Cleighton Smith, PE, CFM 

1. Adapting to Change: Drawing Lessons from Business Failures, Behavioral Shifts, and 
the Pitfalls of Complacency. Thomas Song, FEMA Region 2 

2. Workshop: Analyzing Local Climate Hazard Data with NJ ADAPT to Support Hazard 
Mitigation Planning. Ashlyn Spector, NJ Climate Change Resource Center/Rutgers 

 


